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News Release 

5-9-14 

 

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation designating May 15th as Peace 

Officers Memorial Day and the week in which that date falls as Police Week.  In 2013, there were 105 

officers killed in the line of duty.  The average age of those officers was 42 years old, averaging 14 years 

of law enforcement experience.  In 2014, there have already been 38 in the line of duty deaths. 

As the Police Chief, my responsibility is to the community we serve and the brave men and 

woman that are assigned to me.  It is my goal for our department to make sure that every officer goes 

home safely to his or her family every night.  We work hard providing the community with the best 

service possible by utilizing our extensive training and up-to-date equipment to keep our officers safe.  

It is our duty to respond to critical incidents and to handle them every day.  By working together, we 

will continue to keep our community safe and also keep ourselves safe. 

I would formally like to recognize the dedication and sacrifice that our police officers of the City 

of Sidney and all police officers across the country make for the protection and well-being of all 

citizens.  I would encourage everyone to take a moment and honor those that have fallen in the line of 

duty and have made the ultimate sacrifice. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Chief William Balling 

Sidney Police Department 


