Rebuilding Sidney’s Streets and Alleyways
By Mike Barhorst

In November 2014, voters in the City of Sidney approved a 0.25% increase to the municipal income tax
rate with the proceeds from this increase being used exclusively for the “construction, reconstruction,
resurfacing and maintenance of streets, alleys, bridges, and related curbs and gutters” within the City.
The increase was approved for a five-year period.

Collection of this tax began January 1, 2015. We waited until late July to begin last year’s paving
program knowing that we would only have the funds collected for the first seven months of the year to
begin to make a dent in the paving that our streets so badly needed.

The City is again prepared for its annual street paving program. You may have already noticed a
contractor repairing and replacing curbs and gutters throughout the community. This work is being
completed in preparation for the arrival of the paving contractor.

The curb and gutter contractor, thanks to the mild weather, expects to have the $709,000 project
complete by mid-June. Barrett Paving was awarded the $1.14M paving contract. Barrett is scheduled to
start after July 4™ but has been notified that the paving may be able to begin earlier than anticipated.

Streets scheduled for paving as a part of the 2016 program and funded with Street levy funds include: 1.)
Meadow Lane - from Michigan Avenue to the cul-de-sac; 2.) Apache Drive - from Shawnee Drive to the
pavement joint; 3.) Apache Drive - from King Court to Vandemark Road; 4.) Shawnee Drive - from
Vandemark Road to Apache Drive; 5.) Sherri Ann Avenue - from Shawnee Drive to the pavement joint;
6.) Cherokee Drive - from Shawnee Drive to Apache Drive; 7.) Westwood Drive - from Fair Road to the
cul-de-sac; 8.) Timberidge Drive - from Westwood Drive to Westwood Drive; 9.) Wildwood Drive - from
Timberidge Drive to Timberidge Drive; 10.) Royan Avenue- from Court Street to Michigan Street; 11.)
Poplar Street - from Main Avenue to Miami Avenue; 12.) Miami Avenue - from Court Street to Poplar
Street; 13.) Brooklyn Avenue - from Court Street to North Street; 14.) Port Jefferson Road - from
Broadway Avenue to Jefferson Street; 15.) Brookburn Street - from Wapakoneta Avenue to St. Mary's
Avenue; 16.) Cleveland Avenue - from Williams Street to Doering Street; 17.) Cleveland Avenue - from
Doering Street to Brookburn Street; 18.) Doering Street - from Cleveland Avenue to Wapakoneta Avenue;
19.) Bennett Street - from Wapakoneta Avenue to Main Avenue; 20.) Garfield Avenue - from Bennett
Street to the cul-de-sac; 21.) Beck Drive - from Russell Road to the pavement joint; 22.) Cedar Court -
from Beck Drive to the cul-de-sac; 23.) Stratford Drive - from Parkwood Street to Wells Drive; 24.)
Hamilton Avenue - from Riverbend Road to Hancock Street; 25.) Hancock Street - from Hill Top Avenue
to the dead end; 26.) Constitution Avenue - from Riverbend Boulevard to the dead end; 27.) Carrol Street
- from Constitution Ave. to the dead end; 28.) Langdon Drive - from Constitution Avenue to the dead end;
29.) East Ridge Boulevard - from Constitution Avenue to Dingman-Slagle Road; 30.) North Main Avenue -
from Parkwood Street to Hoewisher Road.; 31.) Twinbrook Place - from North Main Avenue to the cul-de-
sac; 32.) Northwood Drive - from North Main Avenue to the pavement joint; 33.) Gemini Drive - from North
Main Avenue to North Main Avenue; 34.) Apollo Street - from North Main Avenue to Broadway Avenue;
35.) Lunar Street - from North Main Avenue to Broadway Avenue; 36.) Collins Avenue - from Lunar Street
to North Main Avenue; 37.) Aldrin Drive - from Lunar Drive to Apollo Street; 38.) Armstrong Drive - from
Lunar Drive to Aldrin Drive; 39.) Jon Avenue - from Taylor Drive to Evergreen Drive; 40.) Taylor Drive -
from Evergreen Drive to Spruce Avenue; 41.) South Walnut Avenue - from Doorley Road to Mulberry
Place; 42.) Broadway Avenue - from EIm Street to Port Jefferson Road.; 43.) Washington Street - from
Miami Avenue to East Avenue; 44.) Hawthorne Drive - from Evergreen Drive to Spruce Avenue; 45.)
Winfield Court - from Wells Drive to the cul-de-sac; and, 46.) Shroyer Place - from Colonial Drive to the
cul-de-sac.

Fielding Road is also being reconstructed. Funds from the street levy is providing a portion of the funding
for that project. In addition, grant monies from the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) are also
being used. The project includes the complete reconstruction of Fielding Road between State Route 29
and Brooklyn Avenue. The project also includes new storm sewers and new sewer laterals.



In addition, the City is also working with the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) on several
projects this summer. The first is Phase Il of the State Route 47 Safety Improvements. This project
extends from Vandemark Road to Folkerth Avenue. LJ DeWeese Company recently began construction
on this project. Daily lane closures (7 a.m. - 4 p.m.) are expected until July 31%. The project completion
date is September 20, 2016.

ODOT will also be paving State Route 47 from Vandemark Road to I-75 and Fourth Avenue to Ohio
Avenue. Barrett Paving Materials has been awarded the contract for this project. The scheduled
completion date is September 15, 2016.

A new traffic signal is planned to be installed at the northbound ramp on Fair Road at I-75. Perram
Electric Inc. has been awarded the contract for this project. The completion date is September 16, 2016.
The installation of a new traffic signal at Vandemark Road and Industrial Drive is currently underway. This
project is expected to be complete by July 31, 2016.

Sidney bridges are also seeing improvements this year. The Michigan Street Bridge over CSX Railroad
has been under construction since early April. Anticipated completion is July 31, 2016.

In addition, the Michigan Street Bridge over Starrett Run will be replaced by Brumbaugh Construction in
the coming months. During the construction traffic to Wilson Health will be detoured to Grove Street to
avoid the closure on Michigan Avenue. This project is expected to start on September 1, 2016 and the
road will remain closed for approximately 60 days.

Fair Road will be closed beginning May 23, the closure timed to coincide with the end of Sidney City

Schools academic calendar. The bridge at the intersection of Fair Road, Walnut Avenue, and Water
Street will be replaced by Brumbaugh Construction at a total cost of $444,227. It is expected that the
road will reopen to traffic in time for the Shelby County Fair.

Several residents have inquired about the delay in paving Port Jefferson Road from Russell Road to
Wells Drive. This paving was expected to be complete in early Spring, but litigation initiated by a property
owner has delayed the final paving of this roadway.

Some residents have asked why streets that are in the worst condition, especially their street, are not
being addressed before other streets that seem to be in much better condition. The answer is a relative
simple one. The City has rated the condition of every street. We intend to crack-seal and/or microsurface
those that are in relatively good shape to extend the life of those streets. Those that have lesser ratings
will be resurfaced to avoid costly repairs later.

Those that are already in terrible condition will need to be completely reconstructed. Allowing them to wait
until the later phases of the program will not cost the taxpayers additional money but will save costs on
roads not in that bad of a condition yet.

Of course, the progress that we are making to improve our streets, roads and bridges would not have
been possible without voters passing the levy in 2014. The positive response of voters is allowing us to
improve our infrastructure, helping to create a better environment for our residents and visitors.

We have also stretched those dollars by utilizing grant funding from ODOT, the Ohio Public Works
Commission (OPWC) and the Ohio Development Services Agency (ODSA). This year alone, ODOT
grant funding for various projects will exceed $2.9M, OPWC grant funding will exceed $500K, and ODSA
grant funding will exceed $220K. In addition, Shelby County is constructing the bridge portion of the
Water/Walnut/Fair project with $357,650 from the county bridge tax.

Residents who may have questions regarding the street repaving program may contact Assistant City
Manager/Public Works Director Gary Clough by phone (937.498.8141) or email
(gclough@sidneyoh.com). Of course, residents should also feel free to contact their elected City
Councilmember. Contact information is available on the City’s website (www.sidneyoh.com).
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