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12. Implementation 
A.  Introduction 
The Comprehensive a working document that results in concrete changes to the way Sidney manages 
growth. 
In a sense, the Plan presents a blueprint for action, which provides direction and assists in decision-making 
processes over the next 10 to 15 years. The intent is to fulfill the goals, objectives and strategies embodying 
the civic contract. Implementation will involve a host of departments and agencies working individually, and in 
partnership. The primary responsibilities will fall to the City Council, Planning Commission, City Manager, 
Public Works Director and Community Services Director. 
 
Specifically this chapter addresses the following topics: 
 
• How to Use the Comprehensive Plan 
• Updating the Comprehensive Plan 
• Summary of Strategies 
 
B.  How to Use the Comprehensive Plan 
The Comprehensive Plan is intended to be used on a daily basis, as public and private decisions are made 
concerning development, public improvements, land acquisition and other matters affecting the built 
environment. In addition, the Plan provides guidance to City departments regarding public services and 
programs. 
 
1.  Planning 
 
The Comprehensive Plan recommends a number of follow-up planning efforts and studies that implement 
various objectives and strategies. The following is a list of these recommendations: 
 

a)  Parks, recreation and open space master plan 
b)  North end fire station feasibility study 
c)  Technology master plan 
d)  Update downtown strategic plan 
e)  Residential market study 
f)  Downtown streetscape standards 
g)  Design standards for public places 
h)  SR 47 landscape plan 

 
2. Development Regulations and Guidelines 
 
The City has recently updated portions of its development regulations. The Plan calls for further changes, and 
the addition of certain guidelines as implementation tools. These include the following: 
 

a)  Revising mandatory land dedication requirements 
b)  Strengthening site planning requirements 
c)  Preparing downtown development guidelines 
d)  Strengthening on-site lighting guidelines. 
e)  Strengthening urban design components of zoning code. 

 
3.  Land Use Decisions 
 
Decisions are made on a regular basis by property owners, businesses and government agencies. These 
decisions involve long term planning for the development of individual sites, consideration of market trends, 
arranging financing and preparing architectural and engineering designs. In all cases, individuals and 
organizations should use the Comprehensive Plan early in this process to provide guidance to the City for 
prioritizing development. All parties involved in the planning process, are strongly encouraged to meet with 
the City Administration early to review the Plan's recommendations, and discuss development proposals, 
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prior to formal submittal of an application for development approval. In particular, the extension of City water 
and sewer will be undertaken during the guidance of this planning document. If a proposal is contrary to, or 
conflicts, with a literal interpretation of the Plan, the proposer should clearly document the reasons why the 
City should take an action. 
 
4.  Capital Improvements 
 
The City has an ongoing capital improvement planning process, and it is expected future plans and priorities 
will be established under the guidance of the Comprehensive Plan. An urban services boundary is proposed 
that defines the limit of City water and sewer services. This is an important public policy that defines the 
investment necessary to construct and maintain the City's key services. 
 
5. Economic Incentives 
 
The Economic Development Plan recommends strategies to encourage additional investment and expansion 
within the City. This includes retention of existing businesses, and attraction of new additions to the City's 
economic base, specifically in particular economic sectors. Incentives are identified in the plan to enhance the 
City's ability to encourage additional economic development. 
 
6. Housing 
 
The Housing Plan recommends strategies to expand Sidney's housing stock upon the City's successes, 
especially relative to State housing grants.  Expanding the housing stock will provide opportunities for 
increased homeownership and will support further economic development, by ensuring future workers and 
managers can locate a home within the City (and within close commuting distance of their place of 
employment). 
 
C.  Updating the Comprehensive Plan 
The Comprehensive Plan by its very definition is a “living” document, which must reflect current conditions 
and priorities. As part of the ongoing implementations, the mission statements, objectives and strategies of 
the Plan should be evaluated on an annual basis. When appropriate, existing conditions data should also be 
updated. City Council should also schedule a major update to the Plan every five years from its 
adoption. 
 
D.  Summary of Strategies 
Recommended strategies, based on the timeframe indicated for individual strategies, are summarized in 
Table 13.1. This serves as a menu of actions and should be referenced to individual elements for details. 
Each strategy is listed by element and identifies lead responsible party, supporting parties, time frame and 
estimated costs. 
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City of Sidney, Ohio
2009 Comprehensive Plan Update

2003 Comprehensive Plan 
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Community Facilities and Services 20 3 3 14 0 2
Downtown 21 0 2 13 6 0
Economic Development 4 0 1 1 2 0
Housing 7 0 1 4 2 0
Land Use 17 0 0 14 3 0
Natural Resources 11 0 6 4 1 0
Transportation 27 2 5 10 10 5
Urban Design 13 0 0 7 6 0
Wastewater 8 0 0 7 1 0
Water 13 0 0 9 4 1
Totals 141 5 18 83 35 8
Percent of Total 100% 4% 13% 59% 25% 6%

* Strategies were classified as Short Term (1997-2001),  Mid Term (2002-2006) and Long Term (2007-2011)  



Implementation 
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2009 
 

12-4 

 



Implementation 
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2009 

 

  12-5 



Implementation 
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2009 
 

12-6 

 



Implementation 
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2009 

 

  12-7 



Implementation 
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2009 
 

12-8 

 

 



Implementation 
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2009 

 

  12-9 

 



Implementation 
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2009 
 

12-10 

 

 




